§1943.137

financial gain for themselves or others
such as those with whom they have
family, business, or other ties. There-
fore, recipients receiving financial sup-
port must have written policy guide-
lines on conflict of interest and the
avoidance thereof. These guidelines
should reflect State and local laws and
must cover financial interests, gifts,
gratuities and favors, nepotism, and
other areas such as political participa-
tion and bribery. These rules must also
indicate the conditions under which
outside activities, relationships, or fi-
nancial interests are proper or im-
proper, and provide for notification of
these kinds of activities, relationships,
or financial interests to a responsible
and objective recipient official. For the
requirements of a code of conduct ap-
plicable to procurements under grants
and cooperative agreements, see the
procurement standards prescribed by 7
CFR 3015.181.

(b) The rules of conduct must contain
a provision for prompt notification of
violations to a responsible and objec-
tive recipient official and must specify
the type of administrative action that
may be taken against an individual for
violations.

(c) A copy of the rules of conduct
must be given to each officer, em-
ployee, board member, and consultant
of the recipient who is working on the
FSA financed project, and the rules
must be enforced to the extent permis-
sible under State and local law or to
the extent to which the recipient deter-
mines it has legal and practical en-
forcement capacity. The rules need not
be formally submitted and approved by
the awarding official; however, they
must be made available for review
upon request, for example, during a
site visit.

§1943.137 Monitoring compliance and
penalty for noncompliance.

(a) FSA monitoring. FSA will monitor
compliance of the Small Farmer Out-
reach Training and Technical Assist-
ance projects through the reports re-
ceived in accordance with §1943.128 of
this subpart, through information re-
ceived from field offices and the public,
and may include on-site visits to ob-
serve the operation and administration
of the program.

7 CFR Ch. XVIII (1-1-06 Edition)

(b) Audits. Recipients are subject to
the audit requirements of 7 CFR parts
3015 and 3016. An audit report will be
submitted to the State Office annually
in accordance with OMB Circular A-
128, A-110, or A-133, whichever is appli-
cable. The State Office will forward the
audit to the National Office Project
Manager, within 30 days after receipt,
with the State Office’s comments and
recommendations.

(c) Penalty for noncompliance. If the
Administrator determines that a Small
Farmer Outreach Training and Tech-
nical Assistance project does not meet
or no longer meets the objective of the
program, that there has been a viola-
tion of the cooperative or other agree-
ment, that reporting requirements are
not being met, or that funds are not
being used only for the operation and
administration of the Small Farmer
Outreach Training and Technical As-
sistance Program, the awarding official
is authorized to impose any penalties
or sanctions established in 7 CFR parts
3015 and 3016. Penalties may include
withholding payments, suspension of
the cooperative agreement or other
agreement, or termination for cause. If
a penalty for noncompliance is en-
forced, the reason(s) will be stated in a
letter to the recipient along with ap-
peal rights pursuant to subpart B of
part 1900 of this chapter.

§§1943.138-1943.140 [Reserved]

§1943.141 Nondiscrimination.

The policies and regulations con-
tained in subpart E of part 1901 of this
chapter apply to grants and other
agreements made under this subpart.

§1943.142 Environmental
ments.

require-

The policies and regulations con-
tained in subpart G of part 1940 of this
chapter apply to grants and other
agreements made under this subpart.

§§1943.143-1943.150 [Reserved]
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§1944.51 Objective.

This subpart states the policies and
procedures for making grants under
section 509 of the Housing Act of 1949,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 1479). Grants re-
imburse eligible organizations for part
or all of the costs of conducting, ad-
ministering, and coordinating an effec-
tive housing application packaging
program in colonias and designated
counties. Eligible organizations will
aid very low- and low-income individ-
uals and families in obtaining benefits
from Federal, State, and local housing
programs. The targeted groups are very
low- and low-income families without
adequate housing who will receive pri-
ority for recruitment and participation
and nonprofit organizations able to
propose rental or housing rehabilita-
tion assistance benefitting such fami-
lies. These funds are available only in
the areas defined in exhibit D of this
subpart. Participants will assist very
low- and low-income families in solving
their housing needs. One way of assist-

§1944.52

ing is to package single family housing
applications for families wishing to
buy, build, or repair houses for their
own use. Another way is to package ap-
plications for organizations wishing to
develop rental units for lower income
families. The intent is to make Farm-
ers Home Administration (FmHA) or
its successor agency under Public Law
103-354 housing assistance programs
available to very low- and low-income
rural residents in colonias and des-
ignated counties. FmMHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103-354
will reimburse eligible organizations
packaging loan/grant  applications
without discrimination because of race,
color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, familial status, or handicap if such
an organization has authority to con-
tract.

§1944.52 Definitions.

References in this subpart to County,
District, State, National and Finance
Offices, and to County Supervisor, Dis-
trict Director, State Director, and Ad-
ministrator refer to FmMHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103-354
offices and officials and should be read
as prefaced by FmHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354.
Terms used in this subpart have the
following meanings:

Colonias. As defined in exhibit C of
subpart L of part 1940 of this chapter.

Complete application package (hereafter
called package). The package submitted
to the appropriate FmHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103-354
office which is considered acceptable in
accordance with exhibit C of this sub-
part.

Cost reimbursement. Amount deter-
mined by the Administrator that
equals the customary and reasonable
costs incurred in preparing a package
for a loan or grant. These amounts are
included in exhibit B of this subpart.

Designated counties. These counties
are listed in exhibit D of this subpart.
Using the most recent published census
data, the counties meet the following
criteria:

(1) Twenty percent or more of the
county population is at or below the
poverty level; and

(2) Ten percent or more of the occu-
pied housing units are substandard.
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